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Lenten Sermon Series 
March 6th—April 21st  

March 2019 

It’s First Church 

Scholarship Time! 

The application 

deadline is                    

MARCH 31,2019 

UMW 150th Anniversary  

Be sure to check out 

the details inside  

More on Page 11 

Lenten Sermon 

Series 

Join the conversations… 

find out more inside                  

Game Night 

 

Friday, March 8th 

from 5:30-7:30 pm 

More on Page 4 



 

Worship ~ March 2019 

  Our Lenten sermon series will be based on a book called The 

God We Can Know, by Pastor Rob Fuquay.  The series is based 

on sayings of Jesus which are sometimes called the “I Am” 

statements, and which are found in the Gospel of John.  Each 

week we will explore a different “I Am” statement and ask: 

“what can we learn about God through this statement?” and 

“how does this statement guide us in our spiritual 

understanding and living?”  Join us during the Season of Lent 

for this illuminating study! 

 

     

 

            March 10 - Knowing the Great “I Am”              

  Exodus 3:1-14  

         March 17 - Knowing God’s Satisfaction          

John 6:25-35 

 March 24 - Knowing God’s Guidance 

John 8:12 

March 31 - Knowing God’s Care 

John 10:1-10 

        April 7 - Knowing God’s Power         

John 15:1-5 

        April 14 - Knowing God’s Way         

John 14:1-7 

Experience Lent in a new way in 2019:                                                               

Through Worship, Small Groups, and/or Monday Night Lenten Soup Suppers 

Lenten Sermon Series 
Our Lenten sermon series will be based on a book called 

The God We Can Know, by Pastor Rob Fuquay.  The series 

is based on sayings of Jesus which are sometimes called 

the “I Am” statements, and which are found in the Gospel 

of John.  Each week we will explore a different “I Am” 

statement and ask: “what can we learn about God 

through this statement?” and “how does this statement 

guide us in our spiritual understanding and living?”  Join us 

during the Season of Lent for this illuminating study! 
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UMW Thrift Shop                  

Friday, March 1st from 9am to 3pm 

and Saturday, March 2nd from 9 am 

to 11am. 

 

General Luncheon 

Meeting                                                                   

  In the Social Hall on Wednesday, March 20th at 

noon—                           

 March 23, 2019 the United Methodist Women’s organization will celebrate their 

150th Anniversary.   It was a bold movement, on the part of our fore mothers, to step forward and 

take a stand for  women and children. In reflecting on its Mission, we wanted to share how and 

where we are fulfilling it here in our local unit of UMW 

 Our Thrift shop is the perfect example of our mission. We are blessed to receive donations not 

only from our church members, but also the community. Our items are clean, useful, and fairly 

priced. If we have abundance of items they are passed on to other non profit organizations. The 

days of the monthly sale sounds a lot like a chicken coop! Lots of chatter among the return 

customers who  look forward to our welcoming arms when they make their monthly visit to our 

facility. This is also true of our many activities within the UMW program including the Fall Bazaar 

which is a is a major commitment.  It takes all year to prepare and has become a landmark holiday 

event for the community and our church! 

 When we set our 2019 budget one of our top line items is our use fee to the church. We are so 

grateful to have use of storage space, Social Hall, classrooms, office equipment, and utilities for our 

activities. We have committed 20% of our profit to support our church. Additionally we have 

commitments to UMW beyond the local unit. In 2019 we supported One Safe Place, Good News 

Rescue Mission, People of Progress, Faithworks, and 2 Shasta College Scholarships. Our Global 

mission supports David and Lori Persons in Congo. At FUMC we commit funds for Youth Group 

Scholarships, church improvement fund and Children’s Ministry. At the end of the year we are often 

blessed with excess funds, which we designate as project funds. 2018 project funds went to Partners 

Helping Families, Salvation Army, Camp Hope, SEACM, Camp Darfur, UMCOR, Family Assistance 

Fund, and the Children’s Art/Science Camp.  

Sunday, March 24, we will celebrate UMW 

Sunday. The celebration will extend down to the 

Social Hall for Fellowship Cafe. We invite all 

worship attendees to join us for our                   

150th Anniversary.  

United Methodist Women             

Faith •  Hope •  Love in Action 
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February 3rd •  TOTAL: 229  

9:30am: 118 11:15am: 81  6:00pm: 19 

Youth: 11 

Worship Attendance 

February 10th •  TOTAL: 257  

9:30am: 120  11:15am: 103  6:00pm: 24 

Youth: 10 

February 17th •  TOTAL: 239  

9:30am: 119  11:15am: 76   6:00pm: 32 

Youth: 12 

February 24th •  TOTAL: 242  

9:30am: 127  11:15am: 69   6:00pm: 36 

Youth: 10 

Thank You 

A big shout out and thanks to all those that came and helped 

out at the Parsonage this past weekend. There was a 

tremendous amount of brush and trees down and we wouldn’t 

of got it done without you! Great hard work!!! 

There are sill loads to hall to the transfer station if anyone is able 

contact Reannon.  

~Reannon, Building Manager 

Need to reach us? 

• 530-243-2403  

• reddingumc.org 

Main email (Reannon):        

 admin@reddingumc.org  

• For urgent matters after office hours, 

please call and leave a message on 

the Church Office phone and/or 

email Pastor Joe. 

Pastor Joe’s Email                          

joe@reddingumc.org 

Peggy’s Email:                                           

peggy@reddingumc.org 

Justine’s Email:                                      

bookkeeper@reddingumc.org 

Wilma’s Email (Financial Secretary):                                      

finsec@reddingumc.org 

Next Advance Article                    

Deadline is:  

Mar. 13th @ 10  AM 

Prayer Requests 
 

Prayers for Health:                                               

Cathy Joplin, Macia McKenzie, 

Charlene Brown, Dave Shultz’s 

Uncle JB, Marilyn Avey, Sandy 

Halsey, Bill Kipp, Ruth Freel.                                                     

Please remember our shut-ins and 

any unspoken requests. 

Reminder: 

Help us to keep First Church in great shape by     

double checking to make sure you’ve locked 

up when you or your group is finished with the 

facility— particularly our front doors.  

 Also check to make sure that any heating, if 

needed, is switched off as well as any lights 

you’ve used.  We have seen an increase in 

the mini-split systems left on and set to high 

temps (78-80 degrees) by our own groups. 

Please be cognizant of our heating cost and keep thermo-

stat no higher than 72! Be patient while it heats up! 

Let’s all work together to keep energy costs down, and the 

facility we all love safe and in great shape for everyone! 
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Notes from Joe 

For those who did not hear 
my messages on Feb. 10 
and Feb. 17, a special 
General Conference had 
been scheduled in St. Louis 
to determine the way 

human sexuality would be addressed by our 
worldwide church, particularly with regard 
to those in the LGBTQ community. As I 
write this, we have just received word that 
the global gathering has voted to keep our 
denomination essentially where we have 
been for several decades by adopting the 
church’s “Traditionalist Plan.”  Of course 
many of us are saddened and disappointed 
by this outcome. 

However, does this result change who we 
are as a church family? Not one bit!  Our 
own congregation here in Redding became 
a “reconciling congregation” about 5 years 
ago.  This means that we have sought to be 
fully inclusive and welcoming of LGBTQ 
individuals in ALL aspects of our church life 
and ministry – and we will continue to do 
so! 

Yesterday I appreciated a Facebook post 

from my friend and colleague Pastor Kris 
Marshall.  She wrote: “Don’t freak out.  
Take some deep breaths... [loving one 
another] means our behavior is not 
predicated on other people’s behavior 
toward us... Even when they make decisions 
that affect us.  Even when they break our 
hearts.  Our choice is the same: we love. 

At the end of this conference, we’ll all 
choose how we love.  There will be some 
changes ahead in how we [are in 
relationship] to others who also call 
themselves United Methodists, but we will 
choose to love in a way that is best for our 
context and our understanding of our great 
[United Methodist] tradition.  There is great 
freedom in that kind of faithfulness.  Don’t 
let the macro sour you on the day to day 
relationships we build, on the “heart to 
heart” work we do, and on the community 
we care about.” 

The vote at General Conference came 
through a 53% majority of delegates who 
were present.  It represents the fact that as 
a global church there is a great spectrum of 
theological diversity among us.  However 

we are also part of the “Western 
Jurisdiction” of United Methodist churches 
(essentially the western third of the United 
States).  Hundreds of our sister churches 
and annual conferences in the Western U.S. 
and elsewhere seek to be inclusive to all 
people as we do.  As I said in my message 
on Feb. 17: “If the traditional plan prevails, 
we as a congregation are still in alignment 
with hundreds of other United Methodist 
churches throughout our denomination, — 
and we will take the steps necessary to 
continue that shared inclusive ministry.” 

In the near future, our bishop and our Cal-
Nevada delegation will be sharing 
information, reflections and guidance for 
our road ahead. In the meanwhile, let us do 
all that we can to care for and heal the pain 
felt by our LGBTQ sisters and brothers.  
Know that God’s great love is bigger even 
than these divisive concerns, and that love 
will continue to be lived out daily and 
weekly in our church family.   

In Christ, 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Service 

 

 

 

 

March 6, 2019 at 5:30 PM  

In the Sanctuary 

Lets Start Lent Together!  

Monday Lenten  

Soup Suppers 

and Class—

5:30pm – 7pm  

Pastor Joe will lead a 

Monday evening class 

based on his Lenten 

sermon series:  

“The God We Can Know”    

Monday’s: March 25th, April 1st , April 8th 

Each Monday you are invited to enjoy a delicious 

“soup supper” featuring tasty soups, salad, bread and 

wonderful conversations followed by discussions and 

great fellowship! Sign-up in the Welcome Center or by 

calling the Church office.  
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Game Night @ First Church 

Friday, March 8th  

from 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM in The Social Hall 

Couples, Families, Kids, Singles, and Teens 

are all invited to join this amazing game 

night— featuring interactive games for all 

ages!  Grab a friend, neighbor, or co-

worker, and join 

in the fun!  Dinner 

provided at 5:30 

PM (free will 

offering). 

March                         
Upcoming Events 

Mark your calendars for these 

important meetings this month! 

• Worship Planning— Tuesday, March 5th at 

4:30pm in Eldridge Trott 

• Finance—Tuesday, March 12th at 5:30pm in 

Eldridge Trott 

• SPRC— Wednesday, March 13th at 5:30pm in 

Room 21 

• Trustees—Tuesday, March 19th at                 

5:30 pm in Room 21  

• Church & Society—Wednesday, March 20th at 

4:30pm in Eldridge Trott. 

• Church Council— Tuesday, March 26th at 

5:30pm  in Fellowship Café 

It’s FUMC Scholarship Time! 

For those in college or about to begin, it is time 

to apply for a First Church 

Scholarship. If you are going 

to be enrolled in a college or 

other ongoing education in 

the fall, you are eligible to 

submit an application. Forms 

are available on line at the 

church website, umc.org 

under the tab "my church", 

or pick one up at the church 

office. 

The application deadline is MARCH 31st              

For any questions contact Damon Cropsey              

at 223-6162  
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 The Festival 

offers great 

Opportunities 

to Serve! 

Saturday, April 20th  

11am to 5pm 

Planning is well under way for the 13th annual 

Whole Earth and Watershed Festival which takes 

place at Redding City Hall and Sculpture Park.  

First Church provides a large Children’s Area with 

many hand’s on activities and we need 

volunteers to take a 2 hr shift. We also need help 

with set-up and take down and working at the 

Information Booth. If you are interested in helping 

in any capacity please contact Peggy at          

243-2403 

Visit: wholeearthandwatershedfestival.org for 

more info! 

Interfaith Meditation 

Each Friday from 11:00 am 

12:00 pm in the Library 

Anyone welcome! 

Café Perk 

 Sunday, March 24th  

Our Youth will be 

serving their delicious 

Espresso drinks ($3) at 

Fellowship Café between 10am and 

11:30am.  They offer excellent coffees along 

with great service ~ and you are supporting 

their service projects planned for this 

summer! Please stop by and have a cuppa!  

Everyone Welcome! 

Sunday, March 17, 12:30-2:00 pm in the Wesley 

Room, Pastor Joe and Peggy will be holding a 

gathering for those interested in learning more 

about the faith traditions and beliefs of 

Methodist Church.  

4th Monday Book Club  

Meets on the 4th Monday of 

each month in the Library. 

Come join us, anyone is 

welcome anytime— no 

commitment necessary! 
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Parkinson’s Support Group                    
Friday, March 8th in The Social Hall 

1-1:30 PM = Sign in and Social Time                               

1:30-3 PM = Meeting (Open Discussion) 

 

Inclusive Ministries 

March  Dinner                                                                

Sunday, March 10th 

 In the Wesley Room.                                                        

Inclusive Ministries is an outreach ministry 

sharing love with food and song! Cooks, 

servers, drivers and kitchen helpers are 

needed for this outreach ministry. Contact 

Vicki in the evenings at  227-6654  

Singles Talking to 

Singles                                            
Providing an opportunity for 

singles to have fun, good 

conversation, and fellowship 

with other singles. It is purely 

a social activity. Activities 

have included barbecues, theater, movies and 

dining out. We extend an invitation to all singles 

to join us whenever you can with no obligations 

or fees. For more information visit our webpage: 
reddingumc.org/singles 

Genocide No More-Save Darfur   

The April Planning Meeting is Tuesday, 

March 5th 5:30 PM at Fratelli's pizza, 

1774 California St. and the Interfaith 

Prayer Vigil for Darfur and the Nuba 

Mountains is Friday, March 29th, 5:00 PM on the 

Sundial Bridge.  Please join us for one or both of 

these events. 

 

Redding Songwriters                          

for Darfur Americana Music Concert                                       

Friday, April 6th from 6:00 to 9:00 PM 

at Fratelli’s Pizza. Featuring incredible 

music by talented local singers/

songwriters. More details at 

reddingum.corg 

—Rachel Circle 

 invites members of the congregation to join us 

at our March 11th meeting to hear Janessa 

Gans Wilder of the Euphrates Institute. Her topic 

will be “Building Bridges Not Walls: Lessons From 

a Recent Trip to Israel and Palestine and Peace 

Building Around the World.” Please join us at       

7 pm in the Sanctuary for a most informative 

evening.—  

The Japan Society of Shasta 

County 

 Is a Japanese speaking ladies group 

who put on the Cherry Blossom Festival here last 

year, is serving fresh ramen and homemade 

gyoza (pot stickers) to sell as a fundraiser! 

Join us on March 31st in the Fellowship Cafe 

Room after both morning worship services. Can 

be eaten immediately or take home for 

later.  All proceeds from this fundraiser support 

the upcoming 2019 Redding Cherry Blossom 

Festival in late April. 
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First Church offers fantastic programming for children 

from infants through 5th grade 

every Sunday at 9:30 AM & 11:15 

AM Nursery care is available at 

both of our morning services. 

reddingumc.org/wonderyears 

6th – 12th grades  

Sunday mornings  

10-11:15 AM!   

 

reddingumc.org/youth 

Youth Winter Activities and Projects: 

 Our Jr. and Sr. High Groups meet Sunday 

mornings from 10am – 11:15am in the Social hall. 
 

Sunday, March 3rd :*A New Backpack Project!- 

Meet Patty Jones in the Social Hall to work on the 

next 100 backpacks for kids!  

Wednesday March 6th: Ash Wednesday Service 

at 5:30 – 6:15pm in the Sanctuary ~ Start Lent with 

this special service!  

Friday, March 8th: Friday Nite LIVE Game Nite  

5:30 – 7:30pm  Grab your friends and head to the 

Social Hall for a lively evening of games! A 

delicious dinner is served at 5:30pm 

Saturday March 9th - Sunday March 10th: Winter 

Retreat at Mt. Shasta Camp! Be sure to get signed 

up. We leave at 9am on Saturday and are back 

by 1pm on Sunday! 

Sunday March 17th  Meet in the Social Hall for 

great games and awesome fellowship!  

Sunday March 24th: Café Perk 10am to 11:30am 

We will be offering our signature espresso drinks in 

the Kitchen at a special Fellowship Cafe honoring 

United Methodist 

Women's 150 years of 

service! 

Come Join the Fun! 

Youth & Children @ First Church 

Our Winter Deep Blue Curriculum focuses on the 

ministry of Jesus January through March using 

engaging activities and projects. We hope you 

will make Wonder Years a part of your family’s 

weekly plans! 

Special Activities for our families:  

 
Friday Nite LIVE Game Night Friday, March 8th  5:30-

7:30pm in the Social Hall. Featuring a delicious 

dinner (free will donation) and games galore! Invite 

your friends and neighbors! 

 

Wednesday, March 6th  Special Ash Wednesday 

Service at 5:30 – 6:15pm in the Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, March 3rd:  9:30 or 11:15am! 

Sunday, March 10th: 9:30 or 11:15am! 

Sunday, March 17th: 9:30 or 11:15am! 

Sunday, March 24th: 9:30 or 11:15am! 

Our Wonder Years Leaders: 

Nicole Sinderson Nursery     9:30 and 11:15 AM 

Kate Turner    PreK-K  9:30 and 11:15 AM 

Natasha Henneinke    1st-2nd 11:15 AM 

Julia Major    3-5th  11:15 AM 

Andy McClure   Children’s Ministry Coordinator and 

1st-5th @ 9:30 AM  

 

              

For any questions contact Damon Cropsey              
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